
Royal Navy aircraft carrier, HMS Queen Elizabeth, made its first visit to Liverpool, with an 
arrival on Thursday March 24th and a departure early on Monday 28th March.

HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH
Arriving Liverpool 24th March 2022

HMS Queen Elizabeth inbound passing Seaforth container terminal.

Compared to the arrival of HMS Prince of Wales on 28th February, 2020, in atrocious  
weather, the weather for HMS Queen Elizabeth was warm, bright and sunny for the early 
afternoon arrival. The carrier moored up at the Cruise Liner Terminal at 1500 hrs.

The following is a series of photographs taken on the day of arrival by Paul Tomlin

Launched in July 2014, the HMS Queen Elizabeth is the lead ship of the Queen Elizabeth 
class of aircraft carriers, and the Fleet Flagship of the Royal Navy, being joined later by her 
sister ship, HMS Prince of Wales, 

Construction of the 284m long carrier started at Rosyth dockyard in Scotland in 2009. She 
was named HMS Queen Elizabeth at a ceremony on the 4th July 2014 by Queen Elizabeth II.  
The ship began sea trials in June 2017, was commissioned on 7th December 2017 and 
entered service in 2020.



Agusta-Westland MerlinAgusta-Westland Wildcat

When in operational service the HMS Queen Elizabeth will accommodate up to  
40 Lockheed F-35B aircraft, together with Wildcat and Merlin helicopters.
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The HMS Queen Elizabeth has two Islands : forward is the ship’s Bridge, with the aft second 
Island acting as Flying Control.  

There are two lifts from flight deck to the lower hangar areas. Both are positioned on the 
starboard side, one located between the two Islands, and the second aft of Flying Control.
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HMS Queen Elizabeth operates with a ship’s company of around 1600, when a full comple-
ment of aircraft and helicopters are embarked. 

The carrier has a total of 16 decks : nine decks within the hull to the flight deck, and a further 
seven decks in each of the two islands.
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The carrier’s air wing will typically consist of F-35B Lightning II multirole fighters and Merlin 
helicopters for airborne early warning and anti-submarine warfare.  

The design emphasises flexibility, with accommodation for 250 Royal Marines and the ability 
to support them with attack helicopters and large troop transports such as Chinooks.
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The two ships of the Queen Elizabeth class are each expected to be capable of carrying over 
forty aircraft, with a normal maximum load of thirty-six F-35s and four helicopters, with a 
theoretical surge capacity of up to 72 aircraft. The hangars are designed for CH-47 Chinook 
operations without blade folding and for the V-22 Osprey tiltrotor, whilst the aircraft lifts can 
accommodate two Chinooks with unfolded blades
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A routine peacetime deployment will consist of twelve F-35Bs, but a typical warload will be 
24 F-35Bs. A "Maritime Force Protection" package of nine anti-submarine Merlin HM2 and 
five Merlin Crowsnest for airborne early warning; alternatively a manoeuvre package could 
include a mix of Royal Navy Commando Helicopter Force Merlin HC4, Wildcat AH1, RAF 
Chinooks, and Army Air Corps Apaches.
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photos by © Paul TomlinTugs Svitzer Stanford and Svitzer Amazonas 
assisted by Svitzer Stanlow and Svitzer Trident.  

Mooring up at the 
Liverpool Cruise Liner Terminal 
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Paul Tomlin : March  2022 
Edendale Graphics

BAE Hawk T2, ZK027, performed  a wing dip salute to the new arrival during  
a low level flypast at 1500 hrs., operating from its base at RAF Valley.
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